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PRAIRIE GRASSES 
By Martin Curry 

As the summer starts to wind down and the green color is fading from the 
prairie, I would like to discuss the difference between cool season grasses and 
ǿŀǊƳ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
referred to as C3 plants.  They have an optimum temperature range of 65-75° 
F in which they grow best.  Once the soil temperature reaches 40-45° F 
growth will begin.  This explains the green up in early spring.  Cool season 
grasses also produce high quality forage.  As temperatures rise throughout 
the spring/summer, cool season grasses will move into a semi-dormant state.  
In early fall as the temperatures recede and late summer precipitation replen-
ishes soil moisture cool season grasses will resume growth. 
 
On the other hand, warm season grasses (C4 plants) have an optimum tem-
perature range of 80-90° F to achieve their maximum growth potential.  The 
soils must be significantly warmer ranging from 60-65° F before warm season 
grasses start to exhibit growth.  As the days get shorter and temperatures 
begin to fall, warm season grasses will return to their dormant state. 
Below is a graph that demonstrates the growth behavior of cool season and 
warm season grasses. 

          

As you can tell from the graph grazing usually will begin in mid/late spring on 
cool season grasses.  As summer approaches livestock preferences will switch 
to the tender new growth of the warm season grasses.  Near the end of sum-
mer and the start of fall there maybe some opportunities to graze cool season 
grasses if there is ample moisture in the soil for them to restart growth. 
In Albany County the most abundant plants are cool season.  Some of the 
most common are Western wheatgrass, Prairie junegrass, Indian ricegrass, 
Sandberg bluegrass and Needleandthread grass.  For the warm season grasses 
we are limited by our short growing season to just Blue grama grass, Montana 
muhly grass and Buffalo grass. 
 
Incorporating this information into a grazing plan can assist producers in pro-

jecting a date in which grazing can begin.  The cool season grasses will start to 

break dormancy in mid to late May.  This will be followed by the warm season 

grasses in early to mid August.  Producers that couple the growth habits of 

prairie grasses with rotational grazing will continue to improve the prairies of 

this great state along with preserving and protecting wildlife habitat. 

Resource professionals from around the state 

spent August 18th doing a variety of projects on 

a local Albany County small acreage property.   

This work day was part of a Barnyards & Back-

yards property improvement demonstration pro-

ject and included activities such as a rangeland 

assessment, conifer removal to regenerate a de-

clining aspen stand and natural fuel removal to 

make the property more resistant to wildfire.  

You can see the group at work by visiting You-

Tube, searching for the Barnyards & Backyards 

channel and selecting the video clips on aspen 

regeneration and firewise.  You can also find 

videos on a wide variety of other project topics. 

 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT  

PROJECT 
By Jennifer Thompson 

Small Acreage Outreach Coordinator 

UW Cooperative Extension Service 
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National Weather Service  

Monthly Precip (Inches) 
 

Laramie Regional AirportðPreliminary Data 

Source:  http://www.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=cys 

 
           
Month             2002   2003   2004   2005   2006  2007   2008    2009   2010    2011 
 

January            0.06   0.04     0.13    0.30    0.03   0.13      0.05   0.31     0.14    0.38  
February          0.07   0.25    0.10    0.20    0.05    0.09     0.16   0.04      0.30    0.49 
March            0.95   0.95     0.00    0.49    0.21   0.85      0.26   0.06      0.50   0.40 
April            0.23   1.28     1.32    0.81    0.58  0.95     0.38   1.30     2.14    1.96 
May            0.82   1.73     0.69    1.06    0.86  1.42     3.59   1.36     1.24    1.21 
June            0.38   0.82     2.86    3.29    0.46  0.33     1.81   2.36     2.29    1.36 
July            0.50   1.11    1.07     0.97    1.57    2.20 0.58   2.30     0.78    1.17 
August            1.47   0.78    1.77     0.70    1.40    1.74 1.56   1.03     1.16    0.65 
September      0.58    0.76    3.03    0.43    1.25    1.51 1.19   0.90      0.06   0.89 
October            0.75   0.46     0.62    1.05    0.61    1.42 0.18   0.96      1.49 
November       0.06   0.59     0.22     0.71    0.06    0.07 0.24   0.38      1.46 
December       0.07   0.42     0.04     0.06    0.09    0.35 0.20   0.72      0.05  
Annual   
Totals            5.94   9.19    11.85   10.07   7.17  11.06   10.20   11.72   12.32   8.51
        
 

On Friday, September 16th Laramie Rivers 

Conservation District hosted the annual 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Dis-

trict Area II meeting.  There were over 50 

people in attendance, representing seven con-

servation districts in south-east Wyoming, 

Wyoming Association of Conservation Dis-

tricts (WACD), Wyoming Department of 

Agriculture (WDA), and the Natural Re-

source Conservation Service (NRCS).  Each 

agency gave a report on the activities of the 

past year. 
 

After lunch we took the group on a tour of 

the projects we have been working on lo-

cally.  We started off at the Laramie River 

restoration project, where they were able to 

watch the contractors doing work on the site.  

We then stopped at the BP/Amoco site, 

where we discussed our plans to purchase 

and clean up the area.  Last we stopped at the 

LaBonte Outdoor Learning Center and 

toured the gardens there.  It was a great op-

portunity to showcase to the other districts 

what we are working on in Albany County.  

Thanks to the Wyoming Territorial Prison 

staff for having us and to Lucianoôs for their 

wonderful catering. 

AREA II  

MEETING  

Tony Hochï Director, Nancy Bathï 

Chair, and Kelly Kennedyï Supervisor 

tell the group about our efforts to clean 

up the BP/Amoco Site. 

The meeting was held at the Territorial 

Prison.  Representatives from Wyoming 

Dept of Ag, NRCS, and seven Conser-

vation Districts were in attendance. 

LRCD Staff and board members were certified 
in CPR/First Aide on August 29th. 
 

Tips for Winter Composting 
 

Insulate and Protect:  
Place a smaller bin inside a larger one 
and fill the space with lots of hay or 
straw.  Use the smaller bin for your 
compost.  Place in an area where the bin 
will receive full sun. This option works if 
you have minimal space for composting. 
If you are composting in a large pile 
outside, having two to three feet of 
leaves, hay, or straw surrounding your 
pile will help to retain the heat. 
Downsize: 
You can help decompose faster by 
breaking down scraps into smaller pieces. 
Shred whole leaves, cut fruit and  
vegetables into very thin pieces. 
Moisture: 
Organisms that make compost need 
moisture to live. Water helps make the 
nutrients in the waste materials more 
available. It may be necessary to add 
water to the pile. Too much water will 
keep the microorganisms from getting 
the air they need to do their works. If the  
pile dries out, the composting process 
may slow down or even halt.  
Heat: 
The temperature of a working compost 
pile should range from 110 to 160 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ CŀƘǊŜƴƘŜƛǘ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛƭŜΩǎ 
internal temperature is due to the heat 
generated by the insects and 
microorganisms that process the waste 
materials into the compost. A high 
internal temperature destroys pathogens 
and weed seeds. 
Rotate: 
Provide air circulation by rotating your 
pile. Pay close attention to the carbon/
nitrogen (green and brown material) 
balance of materials being added to your 
compost pile. 


