Helping you protect soil, water, air, wildlife and our way of life
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WACD Area Il Meeting 2 By Martin Curry

Winter Composting Tips 2 As the summer starts to wind down and the green color is fading from the
LRCD Update _ 3 prairie, | would like to discuss the difference between cool season grasses and
ArborDayPoster_Contesthner 4 gFNY aSlaz2y 3INlIaasSao CANBG f800a Ot
NRCS Conservation Programs 5 referred to as gplants. They have an optimum temperature range of768

DATES TO REMEMBER F in which they grow best. Once the soil temperature reached540F
September 152 October 15th growth will begin. This explains the green up in early spring. Cool season
National Hispanic Heritage Month grasses also produce high quality forage. As temperatures rise throughout

the spring/summer, cool season grasses will move into a-semmnant state.
In early fall as the temperatures recede and late summer precipitation replen-
ishes soil moisture cool season grasses will resume growth.

December 1st
Batching date for Farm Bill Programs

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT _
PROJECT On the other hand, warm season grassegfl@nts) have an optimum tem-

By Jennifer Thompson pe.rature range_of 8{90 F to achieve their maximum growth potential. The
Small Acreage Outreach Coordinator soils must be significantly warmer ranging from@® F before warm season
UW Cooperative Extension Service grasses start to exhibit growth. As the days get shorter and temperatures
begin to fall, warm season grasses will return to their dormant state.
Below is a graph that demonstrates the growth behavior of cool season and
warm season grasses.
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As you can tell from the graph grazing usually will begin in mid/late spring on
cool season grasses. As summer approaches livestock preferences will switch
to the tender new growth of the warm season grasses. Near the end of sum-
mer and the start of fall there maybe some opportunities to graze cool season
rasses if there is ample moisture in the soil for them to restart growth.
n Albany County the most abundant plants are cool season. Some of|the
a local Albany County small acreage prope‘rty.mOSt common are Western wheatgrass, Prairie junegrass, Indian ricegrass,
This work day was part of Barnyards & Back- Sandberg pluegrass and Needle-andthread grass. For the warm season grasses
yards property improvement demonstration pro-We are limited by our short growing season to just Blue grama grass, Montana
ject and included activities such as a rangelan@uhly grass and Buffalo grass.
assessment, conifer removal to regenerate a de-
clining aspen stand and natural fuel removal ténhcorporating this information into a grazing plan can assist producers in pro-
make the property more resistant to wildfire jecting a date in which grazing can begin. The cool season grasses will start to
You can see the group at work by visiting Youyeak dormancy in mid to late May. This will be followed by the warm season

Iﬁ:ﬁﬁ;eg:\%hlgggg{ir:geﬂ?ear\%igji&fiﬁkg;Ld:%rasses in early to mid August. Producers that couple the growth habits of

regeneration and firewise. You can also findPrairie grasses with rotational grazing will continue to improve the prairies of
videos on a wide variety of other project topics. this great state along with preserving and protecting wildlife habitat.

E
Resource professionals from around the jstal
spent August 18doing a variety of projects on
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National Weather Service
Monthly Precip (Inches)

Laramie Regional Airportd Preliminary Data
Source: http://www.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=cys

Month 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

January 006 0.04 013 030 003 013 005 031 0.14 0.38

LRCD Staff and board members were cerii LgEPTUary  0.07 025 010 020 0.05 0.09 0.6 0.04 0.30 0.49
in CPRIFirst Aide on August 29th, March 095 095 000 049 021 085 026 0.06 050 0.40
April 023 1.28 132 081 058 095 038 130 214 1.96

: - .- May 082 1.73 069 106 086 142 359 136 1.24 1.1
Tips for Winter Composting 5, 038 082 286 329 046 033 181 236 229 1.36
Insulate and Protect: July 050 1.11 1.07 097 157 220 058 230 078 1.17
Place a smaller bin inside a larger roUSt 147 078 177 070 140 174 156 1.03 1.16 0.65

- ; eptember 058 0.76 3.03 043 125 151 119 090 0.06 0.89
zt?gwf'” tBiesfﬁecesvmvg“eIrOtsin°ffor:a3;0)Ectober 075 046 062 1.05 061 1.42 018 0.96 1.49
Sompost. Piace in an area where the povember  0.06 059 0.2 0.71 0.06 007 024 038 146
: : rea w ecember 007 042 004 006 009 035 020 072 0.5
will receive full sun. This option workg | =

you have minimal space for composting:yta|s 594 9.19 11.85 10.07 7.17 11.06 10.20 11.72 12.32 8.51
If you are composting in a large pjle

outside, having two to three feet qf
leaves, hay, or straw surrounding ydqur
pile will help to retain the heat.

Downsize: AREA I On Friday, September 16th Laramie Rivers

You can help decompose faster by . s
breaking down scraps into smaller pieces. MEETING Conse.rvatlon D.ISt.”Ct hosted the. ann.ual
Wyoming Association of Conservation Dis-

Shred whole leaves, cut fruit and

o

Moisture: people in attendance, representing seven con-
Organisms that make compost need servation districts in soutbast Wyoming,
moisture to live. Water helps make the Wyoming Association of Conservation Dis-
nutrients in the waste materials more tricts (WACD), Wyoming Department of
available. It may be necessary to add Agriculture (WDA), and the Natural Re-

water to the pile. Too much water will . .
keep the microorganisms from getting source Conservation Service (NRCS). Each

the air they need to do their works. If the agency gave a report on the activities of the

ile dri i ast year.
pile dries out, the composting Proces3e meeting was held at the TerritoriEI y
may slow down or even halt. Prison. Representatives from Wyomiggfter [unch we took the group on a tour of

Heat: Dept of Ag, NRCS, and seven Consg- . ;
The temperature of a working compastation Districts were in attendance. the projects we have been Workln,g On, lo-
pile should range from 110 to 160 cally. We started off at the Laramie River

RSINBSa CIHKNBYKSAG FiG AdGa O2NBo crestoratine @aect, where they were able to
internal temperature is due to the heat watch the contractors doing work on the site.
generated by the insects and — We then stopped at the BP/Amoco site,
microorganisms that process the o r“""" where we discussed our plans to purchase
materials into the compost. A hight = and clean up the area. Last we stopped at the
internal temperature destroys pathoge o .

== | aBonte Outdoor Learning Center and
and weed seeds. ;
Rotate: | toured the gardens there. It was a great op-
Provide air circulation by rotating yoUle S portunity to showcase to the other districts
pile. Pay close attention to the carboNfony Hoch Director, Nancy Bath What we are working on in Albany County.

nitrogen (green and brown material)chair, and Kelly KennedySupervisor Thanks to the Wyoming Territorial Prison
balance of materials being added to yguell the group about our efforts to clears t g f f f or having us a

, the BP/Amoco Site. -
compost pile. up the BFIAMOCO Site wonderful catering.




