January 18, 2024
Laramie Peak WHMA Spring Development

John Henningsen with WGF D approached me about LRCD assisting with a project that consists
of development or rehabilitation of 4 springs within the Laramie Peak WHMA. WGFD needs
assistance purchasing the tire tanks for this project.

Martin Curry
LRCD District Manager



Protect and develop water at four spring sites, all within the Laramie Peak WHMA on Wyoming
Game & Fish Commission-owned land and OSLI land. The goals are to make water available
for wildlife (bighorn sheep, mule deer, elk) and livestock in the form of tire tanks while protecting
the springs from disturbance. By installing catch pans and tire tanks we can protect these

springs and their wet-mesic zones, facilitate rotational grazing, and increase water holding
capacity on the landscape.

Proposed Actions:

*Develop 4 springs- each with collection pipe, spring box, pipelines to and from, and tire tank for
use by livestock and wildlife,

*Remove livestock pressure (exclosure fence) from 1 spring to protect important source
location.

Location:

* Salt Creek: NW ¥ of NE “ of Section 11, T23N, R72W.
UTM Location: 13T 464241E, 4648505N.
* Hay Canyon: NE v of SW % of Section 2, T23N, R72W.
UTM Location: 13T 463584E, 4649215N.
* Long Draw: SW % of SE Ya of Section 1, T23N, R72W.
UTM Location: 13T 465490E, 4648895N.
e South Fork Cherry Creek: SE % of SW 14 of Section 18, T23N, R71W.
UTM Location: 13T 466739E, 4645564N. OSLI- leased and managed by WGFD,

Project Description:



wildlife species with an emphasis on fisheries, bighorn sheep, elk, and pronghorn. The WHMA
consists of Wyoming Game & Fish Commission fee title land, state leases, BLM, and public

€asement across privately-owned langd. With these lands angd agreements, Laramie Peak
WHMA provides public access to over 37,000 acres.

into highly productive ranchland from over a century of developments- i.e., reservoirs, diversion
ditches, managed livestock grazing, sub-irrigated meadows and hayfields. Al of these
developments have contributed to the productivity of the landscape for wildlife, as well. The
abundant forage, the diversity of habitats, and the varied terrain result in a landscape that
benefits a wide variety of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife.

We propose to newly develop 2 springs and to make substantial repairs at 2 springs that were
developed nearly 40 years ago. The Hay Canyon and Long Draw locations would be new spring
developments. At Salt Creek and South Fork Cherry Creek we need to make substantial repairs
(ie., essentially new developments) to existing developments. Thus, at each location we will
develop the spring, bury pipeline, and install a rubber tire tank.

Project Timeline:

Winter/spring/summer 2024: Secure funding.
Winter 2024: Acquire 12’ tire tanks. Vendor has been located that has them in stock and
will sell them to us for $600/per. Supplies are limited.

o Winterlspring 2024: WGFD staff will fabricate spring boxes.

°  Summer/Fall 2024: Enter into a Grant Agreement with Vale Ranch LLC. The Grant
Agreement will enable Vale Ranch LLC to directly purchase some of the materials, and
will serve as the compensatory mechanism for Vale Ranch'’s labor.

* Install/repair 1-2 spring developments each year (2024, 2025, 2026 if necessary). Vale
Ranch will take the lead in on-site construction: timing will be dictated by their
availability. WGFD staff will be ready to deliver materials and work in a supporting role.

Project Goals:



The intent of this project is to make water available for wildlife ang livestock while protecting
springs from disturbance. The benefits are considerable.

fencing around the spring development at Salt Creek will minimize disturbance to the sensitive
riparian area- which will improve conditions for native vegetation.

Project Objectives:

Additionally, at Salt Creek, protection of the spring and its associated wet mesic area against
erosion and soil compaction will require the installation of fencing (400).

WGFD will provide in-kind labor (surveying/permitting, delivering materials, heavy equipment
operation, fence construction, re-establishing vegetation, monitoring for early detection and
control of invasive plants, etc.).

and the rubber acts as a natural insulator. In cold weather rubber tire tanks absorb heat making
them freeze resistant.

Species Benefited:

Bighorn sheep, mule deer, elk, numerous non-game species.

Monitoring;:
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Project Partners

Water for Wildlife $3,000
Laramie Rivers Conservation District $2,400
Wyoming Game & Fish Trust Fund $8,000
Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation $3,000
Vale Ranch LLC (labor, materials) $8,200
WGFD (in-kind labor, equipment) $8,200
Total $32,800
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